
Community Housing Committee 
Special Meeting Minutes 

July 6, 2016 
6:00 pm 

 
 
Present Committee Members: Abramson, Vice Chair Burg, Chambers, Civian, Lickey, 

Madarus, Mansell, Whisney and Chairperson Worden 
 
Absent Committee Members: None 
 
CALLED TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Worden called to order the special meeting of the Community Housing Committee 
of the City of Healdsburg at 6:05 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Committee Member Chambers made a motion, seconded by Committee Member Burg, to 
approve the July 6, 2016 special meeting agenda as submitted. The motion carried on a 
unanimous voice vote. (Ayes 9, Noes 0, Absent – None) 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Committee Member Civian, seconded by Committee Member Chambers, made a motion to 
approve the June 27, 2016 special meeting minutes as submitted. The motion carried on a 
unanimous voice vote. (Ayes 9, Noes 0, Absent – None) 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None. 
 
SECONDARY DWELLING UNITS – MAYA DEROSA  
 
Maya DeRosa, Senior Planner gave a presentation on Secondary Dwelling Units (SDU). Ms. 
DeRosa discussed the background of the current SDU program, the different types of SDUs that 
exist, an overview of how many SDUs have been built in Healdsburg since 1999, and a current 
snapshot of the SDUs in Healdsburg. 
 
Chair Worden opened the discussion for comments. 
 
Discussion ensued among the Community Housing Committee about homeowners not being 
required to live on the property that contains an SDU and if kitchens are allowed in junior units. 
 
Ms. DeRosa presented how other cities regulate SDUs, how the City of Healdsburg’s SDU 
Ordinance compares to other city ordinances, the challenges to building SDUs, possible revisions 
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to the SDU Ordinance, how the City can help encourage SDUs and the next steps the Planning 
Department will be taking to further their research.  
 
Chair Worden opened the discussion for comments. 
 
Discussion ensued among the committee about water meter requirements, the differences in the 
City of Healdsburg SDU Ordinance compared to other cities, and the restriction of requiring a 
homeowner to live on the property. 
 
Merrilyn Joyce, GIMBY member, gave a presentation on the research GIMBY has been doing 
around SDUs. 
 
Chair Worden opened up the discussion for public comment. 
 
Warren Watkins – opined on the GIMBY presentation, funding for affordable housing, TOT 
measure and the Palmer ruling. 
 
Tony Saunders – Commented on the SDU in her backyard and if her children inherit that SDU 
one day, will they be required to live on the property. 
 
Robert Nuese – Opined on the parking requirements and suggested tandem parking as a solution. 
 
Discussion further ensued among the Committee about parking regulations, a manual for SDUs, 
prevailing wage, use of public funds, code requirements on SDUs, and the presentation by 
GIMBY. 
 
Chair Worden called for a break in the meeting at 7:15 p.m. 
 
HOUSING ACTION PLAN SECTION 4: IMPLEMENTING & UPDATING THE HAP 
 
Director Massey gave a presentation on the Housing Action Plan Section 4: Implementing and 
Updating the HAP, asking for additional feedback with the provision that final word-smithing 
would be done by staff. 
 
Discussion ensued amongst the Committee about how the language of the HAP is written, the 
timeline, adding SDUs to the affordable housing funding language, how progress on the HAP 
will be tracked, the Council Growth Regulation Tool, and the ballot language for the GMO. 
Committee Member Burg, Seconded by Committee Member Chambers, made a motion to 
approve the overall content of the information presented. The motion carried on a unanimous 
voice vote. (9 Ayes, 0 Noes, Absent – None) 
 
Community Housing and Development Director Massey introduced the staff suggested revisions 
to the Vision Statement. The motion was moved and seconded (Ayes 9, Noes 0, Absent – None) 
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Community Housing and Development Director Massey introduced the staff suggested revisions 
to the order of the Priority Recommendations. Discussion ensued among the Committee about 
the suggested revisions, the Council Growth Regulation Tool, the ballot language for the GMO, 
and how the modification to the GMO needs to happen in order for anything else to happen. 
Committee Member Chambers, Seconded by Committee Member Madarus made a motion to 
accept the recommendation with the amended order and to add a new Priority Recommendation 
to update the current GMO, for a total of nine Priority Recommendations. The motion carried on 
a unanimous voice vote. (Ayes 9, Noes 0, Absent – None) 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
DISCUSSION REGARDING CORRESPONDENCE FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other Community Housing Committee business to discuss the meeting was 
adjourned at approximately 8:41 p.m.  
 
APPROVED: ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________ _______________________________ 
Jon Worden, Chair     Karen Massey, Community Housing &  
   Development Director 
 
 


