TEMPORARY PARKLETS PROGRAM
DESIGN GUIDELINES AND STANDARDS

What is a Parklet?

CONTACT:
MaƩ Milde, FaciliƟes and Events Supervisor
mmilde@ci.healdsburg.ca.us
PH: 707.431.3128

In response to Covid-19, the City has made parts of the public realm available to support businesses, nonprofits, and
other organiza ons. The impacts of COVID-19 on small businesses have been significant, and parklets have taken on a
new purpose as a means for businesses to con nue to operate under public health restric ons that limit indoor operaons. In addi on to serving the needs of local businesses during these challenging mes, parklets create vitality and
ac vity within the City’s downtown commercial district. Parklets are now allowed as part of Healdsburg’s Marketspace
Program with a Temporary Outdoor Ac vi es Permit.
Under the current Marketspace Parklet Program approved by Healdsburg City Council, parklets are temporary installaons currently permi ed un l December 31, 2021. Businesses wan ng to establish a parklet should recognize that the
program is temporary in nature and evaluate the cost-benefit of the parklet design and installa on.
This document provides general guidelines and requirements. Each parklet is unique and will required individual review
and approval.

Allowable ConfiguraƟons
 Parallel Parklet: These parklets u lize parallel parking spaces. Parklets typical-

ly are limited to a business’s frontage but can extend further if supported by
neighboring businesses. The approximate depth of usable space from the
curb is 7 feet (or to within 1 foot of the outside edge of the parking stall striping).
 Diagonal Parklet: These parklets u lize diagonal parking spaces. Parklets typi-

cally are limited to a business’s frontage but can extend further if supported
by neighboring businesses. The approximate depth of usable space from the curb will vary but is typically 17 feet
(or to within 1 foot of the outside edge of the parking stall striping).
 Sidewalk Parklet: These parklets use sidewalk areas adjacent to the business that allow space for outdoor dining,

beverage service, or retail.
 Sidewalk Realignments: This approach u lizes parking spaces to create a safe reroute for pedestrians to travel out

and around the service area of the sidewalk allowing full sea ng and use of the sidewalk area. Sidewalk extensions
must accommodate accessibility requirements. Sidewalk extensions need to be a minimum of 48 inches in depth
from the curb and need to be a raised pla orm in order to be ADA compliant.
 Note: Every loca on is unique and will require individual review. The City will work with businesses to determine

the number of spaces allowed for each business and the best configura on.

ExpiraƟon of Parklet Permits
 Parklets are currently permi ed through December 31, 2021.
 The business construc ng the parklet is fully responsible for all construc on and setup costs, opera ons and

maintenance that complies with health orders, full liability release and indemnifica on, and provision of insurance.
 The business shall remove a parklet, or por on of a parklet, at its own cost, if necessary for public u lity or street
maintenance/repair purposes, as determined by the City. This may include full removal of the parklet installa on in
order to access below ground, street level, or above ground u li es, trees, and other City infrastructure.
 The business shall be responsible for the removal of the parklet and all improvements upon expira on or revocaon of the permit.
 The business shall be responsible for repairing any damage caused to the street/curb/gu er/sidewalk as a result of
the parklet, once the parklet is removed.
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General Requirements
1. Vehicle deterrents such as water filled barricades, heavy planters, filled wine barrels, or other heavy objects shall
be installed within the parking space adjacent to the traﬃc lane no more than six feet apart along the street side
perimeter of the parklets. Addi onal vehicle deterrents shall be installed on the edges of the parklet. All vehicle
deterrents shall be located en rely within the approved parking space(s), and design and placement must be approved by City staﬀ.
2. Reflec ve tape or markers are required at the corners of the parklet and, depending on loca on, along the length
of the parklet to alert drivers, cyclists, and others.
3. The parklet must maintain curb line drainage.
4. A parklet shall not block storm water drainage, fire hydrants, transit stops, driveways, manholes, or public u lity
valves/covers.
5. If a deck is proposed, the top of the decking shall be flush with the curb (no more than 1/2” gap), level with the
adjacent sidewalk (no more than 1/4” devia on), and must be accessible at several loca ons by pedestrians. The
parklet shall not be built upon or over the curb and sidewalk.
6. Parklet shall not create an unsafe condi on by limi ng necessary line of sight from driver to signage, traﬃc, or
pedestrians.
7. The parklet frame should be a freestanding structural founda on that rests on the street surface or curb. No features or structural components may be permanently a ached to the street, curb, or adjacent plan ng strip.
8. Parklets must comply with the ADA (Americans with Disabili es Act).
9. Standard parklet designs may not work if the street cross slope is too steep. Decking may be required.
10. In general, parklets should be placed at least one parking space from corners. The City may allow alterna ve
placement in certain circumstances, such as the presence of a bulb-out, an on-street bicycle corral, or some other
physical barrier.

Curb Interface
 Parklet design shall allow for stormwater flow and drainage along

the curb.
 The maximum horizontal gap between the curb and the parklet

surface shall be 1/2 inch.
 The maximum ver cal gap shall be 1/4 inch.
 The parklet must have a seamless connec on to the exis ng curb
to meet ADA requirements. In certain situa ons, a ramp may be
required to meet ADA requirements.

Sight Line Elements and Requirements
 The parklet design must ensure visibility to passing traﬃc and pedestrians and not create a visual barrier.
 The parklet shall maintain a visual connec on to the street. Con nuous opaque walls higher than 42” that block








views into the parklet from the surrounding streetscape are prohibited. You are allowed to include columns and
other ver cal elements.
A minimum overhead clearance of 84” (preferably 96”) must be provided for any parklet that includes a tent, canopy, umbrella, or similar element, in order to avoid crea ng a visual barrier and to provide adequate clearance for
people.
The parklet should have a notable, defined edge along the side of the
parklet facing the roadway and adjacent parking stalls. Depending on the
context, the edge should be between 30 inches and 42 inches in height on
the street side.
The parklet shall not encroach on the travel way.
Traﬃc deterrents must be connected to create a perimeter that deters
individuals from entering the traﬃc lane from the parklet. This can be accomplished via a railing, planter, pony fence, roping, or other similar apparatus.
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Parklet AmeniƟes
SeaƟng
 Parklets that incorporate sea ng can be integrated in a variety of crea ve ways. These seats can be a part of the
structure, planters, or crea ve features within the parklet. Sea ng and tables can also be movable as well. This
sea ng can be removed and stored at the end of the day or locked with cables to the parklet structure. Sea ng
must comply with current health orders.
Landscaping
 Parklets are highly encouraged to have some type of landscaping. Landscape plan ngs help so en the space and
can serve as a pleasant buﬀer along the street-facing edge. Landscape elements may be incorporated as planter
boxes, hanging planters, raised beds, or similar features. Drought-tolerant and na ve plants are good choices for
ease of maintenance. Edible plants and plants with fragrance, and seasonal interest are also recommended.
Canopy or Tent
 A canopy is defined as a structure or architectural projec on of rigid construc on over which a
covering is a ached that provides weather protec on, iden ty or decora on, and may be structurally independent or supported by a achment
to a building on one end and by not less than
one stanchion on the outer end. A tent is defined
as a structure, enclosure, umbrella structure or
shelter, with or without sidewalls or drops, constructed of fabric or pliable material supported
in any manner except by air or the contents it
protects. Canopies and tents must comply with
current regula ons including health orders and
building code requirements. Addi onal requirements on canopies and tents may be developed by Sonoma County or the State. A canopy or tent will require a
separate review from the fire department and building department. See a ached canopy and tent regula ons.
HeaƟng
 Outdoor heaters and elements that use electricity or propane fuel can help to make your parklet more comfortable throughout the year. Hea ng features are allowed in parklets but will require an addi onal permit from the
Fire Department. See a ached hea ng regula ons.
LighƟng
 Ligh ng is allowed but may require a permit, depending on what you propose. Self-contained low-voltage systems,
such as solar or ba ery-powered lights, are a good choice.
 Do not include any ligh ng that is blinding to passing traﬃc.
 Lights can be a wonderful way to create ambiance within the parklet. Lights can be installed within the parklet and
over the sidewalk by incorpora ng a post element into your parklet design railing treatment.
 Due to Healdsburg’s historic downtown buildings, some sites will require more crea ve solu ons so as not to damage structures.
 Please include a ligh ng plan with your parklet paperwork. It must include specific loca ons of anchor points, type
of wall anchors proposed for installa on, size of lateral cabling, and where the electricity is being drawn from
(interior of building or exterior of building).
 Addi onal detailing will be required for the proposed construc on of the overhead ligh ng support system to
show how lateral bracing is provided.
 All ligh ng must meet electrical code and energy code requirements. All ligh ng types, ligh ng controls and the
rou ng of the electrical should be clearly indicated on an electrical plan.
 All ligh ng and cords must be UL listed for outdoor use. All outdoor electrical must be cord and plug connected
using a Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFI) electrical receptacle.
 Cords or wiring at ground level must be covered or installed to prevent trip hazards. Overhead wiring may be permi ed under certain situa ons with approval.
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Outdoor Alcohol Service
 Alcohol service to a parklet is allowable with a valid Temporary COVID-19 Catering Permit from the California De-

partment of Alcohol and Beverage Control
 Informa on on obtaining a permit can be found at h ps://www.abc.ca.gov/abc-218-cv19-instruc ons/
 You can contact ABC’s local oﬃce in Santa Rosa at 707-576-2165, if you have any specific ques ons regarding alco-

hol service during COVID-19.

How to Proceed
 Contact Us: Email or call Ma

Milde, mmilde@ci.healdsburg.ca.us or 707.431.3128. He is available to assist with
providing clarifica on of the guidelines, general requirements, and the process for development and approval of
your plan.
 Plan Submi al—See Required Elements below.
 Temporary Outdoor Ac vi es Permit—Applica on, Agreement, & Insurance

Map/Layout Requirements
In your Temporary Outdoor Ac vi es Permit Applica on, you will be asked to include a detailed drawing/visual representa on of the area in which your proposed outdoor ac vi es will take place. To assist us providing a thorough review
of your map/layout you will be asked to make note of the following:
Boundaries & Equipment






Clearly define the boundaries of your proposed footprint and iden fy the names of any neighboring businesses.
Label street names and adjacent streets.
Include all improvements, structures, equipment, and/or materials (i.e. tables, stands, dividers, barriers, etc.)
Iden fy all public fixtures within your proposed footprint (i.e. sidewalks, trees, fire hydrants, benches, etc.)
Indicate 48” path of ADA compliant path of travel.

Parklet Dining
 Details of construc on of pla orm if used to create flat surface.
 Details of hand railing if a drop oﬀ is created by pla orm.
 Details at connec on point to curb or note to be created “flush with curb.”
 Details of any ramp or other device to allow wheelchair access.
 Dimensions between seats.
 Dimension of sea ng to edge of travel way.
 Ver cal clearance of 7’ minimum required from walking surface (i.e. if pa o umbrellas are used).

AddiƟonal Resources
A achments:





Temporary Outdoor Ac vi es Permit—Applica on Packet
Guidelines for Temporary Tents, Canopies and Membrane Structures for Outdoor Business Opera ons
ADA Sea ng Requirements (Designing Accessible Communi es)
City of Healdsburg Liability, Insurance, and Endorsement Requirements

Other Resources:







Healdsburg Marketspace
California Department of Alcohol and Beverage Control Temporary COVID-19 Catering Permit
Sonoma County: Guidance for Outdoor Dining During COVID-19
Sonoma County: COVID-19 Food Facility Opera ng Checklist
Centers for Disease Control and Preven on (CDC): COVID 19
Sonoma County Economic Development Board: Corona Virus Business Resources Guide

Sample Parklet Site Plans
The following pages contain plans from the City of Sonoma (used by permission) which illustrate many of the guidelines and standards outlined in this document.
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